3376 Lab Safety Audit Checklist

RISK BULLETIN
LABORATORY SAFETY AUDIT

FACILITY

LOCATION
DATE OF AUDIT __/__/__   EVALUATOR’S NAME

SIGNATURE


Y = Yes N = No N/A = Non-Applicable 

                                                                                                                             Y   N   N/A

Is the fire alarm system available/functional?

Comments: 

Are emergency evacuation procedures: 

Established? 

Posted? 

Included in employee training? 

Comments: 

Are equipment shut-down procedures in place for emergency situations? 

Comments: 

Are fire alarm boxes readily available and within 200 ft.?
Comments:  

Are fire extinguishers: 

Checked monthly? 

Proper types for use in lab? 

Mounted? 

Comments:  

Are flammable liquids stored in flammable storage cabinets or in safety cans? 

Are safety cans painted red with name or class of chemical? 

Are cabinets labeled “FLAMMABLE – KEEP FIRE AWAY”? 

Are fire extinguishers located within 10 feet of flammable storage areas? 

Comments: 
Are the exits:  

Free and unobstructed? 

Clearly marked with exit signs? 

Are the signs lighted? 

Comments:  

Are good housekeeping practices applied:

Clean, dry floors? 

Aisles free and unobstructed? 

Work area organized? 

Comments: 

Are any other areas kept free of accumulated materials that could cause tripping or obstruction?  

Comments: 

Are proper warning signs posted? 

“No eating or drinking permitted” in designated areas (i.e. lab doors)

“No Smoking” (where applicable) 

“DANGER – Flammable Gases Present” 

“No food or drink stored in the laboratory refrigerators or freezers” 

“Highly Toxic Area” 

“Radioactive Materials Present” 

Comments: 

Are proper labels employed for: 

Hazardous or non-hazardous containers? 

Primary chemical containers? 

Secondary chemical containers? 

Valves (i.e. water, gas)? 

Safety hazards on chemical containers? 

Electrical outlets (110v, 220v)?

Gases for contents? 
Comments: 

Is illumination adequate? 

Comments: 

Do stairwells: 

Have guarded railings? 

Have unobstructed access? 

Have emergency lighting? 
Have slip-resistant treads? 

Comments: 

Is emergency lighting functional? 

Comments: 

Are all electrical plugs grounded? 

Comments: 

Are all cords or exposed electrical equipment in good condition (not frayed, spliced or taped)? 

Comments: 

Are cords run properly (not spread out, not under rugs or other equipment)? 

Comments: 

Are circuit breakers functional and capable of load? 

Easily accessible? 

Properly labeled? 

Comments: 

Only one plug per socket? 

Comments: 

Are lab and storage areas vented properly with no odors or vapor buildup? 

Comments: 

Are the hoods and other ventilation devices: 

Operable (hoods at 100+/-20% feet per minute)? 

Available in areas where hazardous chemicals are employed? 
Velocity checked monthly? 
Comments: 

Are other safety devices available for use as needed, such as: 

Explosion-proof electrical equipment? 

Sprinklers? 

First-aid kits? 

Safety showers? 

Eyewash stations? 

Respiratory or breathing apparatus? 

Spill kits? 

Fire blankets? 

Comments: 

Are safety showers and eyewash units: 

Easily accessible? 

In working condition? 

Checked monthly? 

Comments: 

Are safety showers and first-aid kits: 

Marked in “GREEN”? 

Readily accessible? 

Kept up-to-date with health and safety standards? 

Comments: 

Is personal protective equipment (PPE):

Available and utilized? 

Maintained properly? 

Included in employee training? 

Comments: 

Are noise levels acceptable? 

Comments: 

Are MSDSs: 

Readily available on all chemicals? 

Up-to-date? 

Contents included in employee training? 

Comments: 

Are other safety reference materials readily accessible? 

Comments: 

Is the Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP): 

Readily accessible? 
Up-to-date? 

Included in employee training? 

Signed by employees? 
Comments: 

Are the employees up-to-date with medical examinations? 

Comments: 

Have employees received Chemical Hygiene/Hazard Communication training? 

Comments: 

Are gas cylinders: 

Secured to a support to prevent falling over? 

Clearly labeled? 

Fitted with pressure relief valves? 

Secured with safety caps when not in use? 

Stored separately (i.e. flammables from oxidizers and flammable materials?)

Stored in ventilated areas? 

Comments: 

Are volumes of chemicals kept to a minimum? 

Comments: 

Are chemicals or waste stored properly with incompatibles segregated? 

Proper labels?
Proper labels?
Comments: 

Is laboratory waste removed at regular intervals? 

Comments: 

Is the Waste Management Plan (WMP): 

Readily accessible? 

Up-to-date? 

Included in employee training? 

Comments: 

Is laboratory safety training: 

Provided to employees? 

Documented in employee files? 

Comments: 

Are samples and specimens properly stored?





labeled?

XL Environmental • 520 Eagleview Boulevard, PO Box 636, Exton, PA 19341 • Phone: 800-327-1414 • Fax: 610-458-7285 • xlenvironmental.com
FUNDAMENTAL STRENGTH – CAPITAL AND PEOPLE
XL Environmental is a division of XL Specialty Insurance Company.

